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Performing Madama Butterfly 
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Introduction: 

 

On May 28, 1904, Italian soprano Rosina Storchio created [performed for the first time] the role of Cio-

Cio-San in the world première of Giacomo Puccini’s opera Madama Butterfly at La Scala in Milan. Since 

then, the role of Cio-Cio-San, a young Japanese woman who falls in love with an American naval officer, 

has been sung by numerous performers throughout the world.  

 

For this paper, compare and contrast the ways in which newspaper reviewers evaluated the 

performances of three singers with different backgrounds from different periods in history: American 

soprano Geraldine Farrar (1882–1967) who performed the role for the first time at the Metropolitan Opera 

in 1907, Japanese soprano Tamaki Miura (1884–1946) who was one of the first Asian opera singers to 

establish a world-wide career, and African American soprano Leontyne Price (b. 1927) whose Cio-Cio-

San at the Met created a sensation in the 1960s.  

 

I have gathered a collection of articles that appeared in the New York Times and in the New York 

Amsterdam News (the city’s leading African American newspaper) pertaining to the three singers [these 

are available on Blackboard]. Read two or more articles pertaining to each singer (six or more articles 

total) and write a paper of at least 900 words (3 pages) comparing the ways in which the reviewers 

reacted to the singers’ performances. You may start thinking about the paper by considering the 

following questions. (You are not required to answer them—these are just presented here to help you 

start your writing process.) 

 

a) How did the reviewers write about the singers’ national, ethnic, or racial backgrounds?  

b) How did the reviewers write about the challenges of performing the role of a Japanese geisha for 

non-Japanese singers? How do they write about Miura on this regard? 

c) Do the reviews include any assumptions about national, ethnic, or racial stereotypes? If so, how 

do they impact the way they evaluate the singers’ performances?  

d) Did the reviewers focus on the singers’ voices or their physical attributes?  

e) Do you recognize a difference between the way the New York Times and the New York Amsterdam 

News review Leontyne Price’s performances?  

 

Notes on Citation: 

• When quoting or discussing a particular review, refer to the author of the article by his or her 

name. For example, “In his 2012 article, Jackson states that...” If you cannot find the name of the 

author, simply state “the author say” or “the reviewer states.” 

• List every article you will have consulted for the project at the end of the paper under the 

heading “List of Reviews.” Follow the format below. 

 

Format Examples for the List of Reviews: 

Aldrich, Richard. “Richard Strauss’s ‘Salome.’” New York Times. January 20, 1907.  

 

“Strauss’s ‘Salome’ the First Time Here: A Remarkable Performance at the Metropolitan.” New York 

Times, January 23, 1907. [note that there is no name for the author here] 


